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matter, and which is temporarily subdued. Thus, for instance, a certain substance appears now as oxygen and hydrogen, now as water, according as causality favours the one or the other. For water is by no means a regular aggregate of oxygen and hydrogen, but like these a throughout homogeneous substance, and therefore just as much as the elements to which it temporarily yields the field, the objectification of a primary force of nature, which, however, in order to become manifest, is restricted to the same, substance as the elementary forces in competition with it. In order to maintain the purity of the species as the established grades of objectification, for which here as in the organic sphere nature takes the greatest care, elements can only combine in certain determined relations of weight. Yet these- are only the accessory, not the essential condition of the manifestation of natural force as a chemical combination, that is, they do not belong to ity but to the causal conditions under which it appears. Often therefore very different forces have their place of manifestation in the same elements, combined in the same proportions of weight (as for instance starch, ligneous fibre, sugar in C6H5O5, or, if one regards these as organic rather than chemical forces, calcareous spar, arragonite, marble, chalk in CaO.CO2).
As organic bodies come into existence by generation, so inorganic bodies are produced by chemical